Basketsful of Fragments
Fragment 7
-
The Balanced Christian
Text: Jn. 3:30 – He must increase, but I must decrease.
Introduction: The concept of “balanced” as commonly understood. What is it?
A. Negatively:

1. It is not a Little of Christ and a Little of Self – this is Carnality. 
I Cor. 3:1


What is a Canal Christian?

a. A milk-Feeding baby.

3:2 ct. Heb. 5:11-14

i. Uninterested in the Ways of God.
Heb, 5:11

ii. Unprogressive in the Walk of God.
5:12, 14

iii. Unskilful in the Word of God.
5:13

b. A clique-Forming child.

I Cor. 3:3, 4

i. Marked by envying, i.e. “zeal" (in an unfavorable sense), jealousy.
ii. Marked by strife, i.e. quarrelling and wrangling.
iii. Marked by divisions, i.e. Disunion and Dissension 

2. It is not Some of Christ and Some of the World – this is Compromise.

What is a Compromising Christian?
a. He is a Friend of the World and an enemy of God.
Jas. 4:4

b. He Falls prey to the lust of the flesh…the eyes and the pride of life.
I Jn. 2:15-17

c. He Fails to be a living sacrifice unto God.
Rom. 12:1, 2

B. Positively:
1. It is Positively All of Christ and None of Self – this is a CHRISTian!

What is a Committed Christian?

a. A Christian is All of CHRIST and I-Am-Nothing.

b. He does not make Any provision for the flesh.
Rom. 13:14


SELF is FLESH backwards without the “H”.

2. It is Portrayed in John the Baptist.
Jn. 3:30


It is Purposeful, Progressive and Positive – “He must increase”; “I must decrease”
3. It is Pursued by Paul the Apostle.
Phil. 3:4-10.

a. Paul’s ‘Bad’ things.
3:4-7

b. Paul’s Best decision.
3:7

c. Paul’s Balanced life.
3:8-10

i. That I may win Christ.
3:8

ii. (That I may) be found in Him.
3:9

iii. That I may know Him.
3:10
iv. Thus, I press on toward the goal to win the prize 

for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.
3:14, NIV
Con. 
The Balanced Christian
Gal. 2:20, NIV
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.

The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God,

who loved me and gave himself for me.
